Character Builder #%z¢ 2 %

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the zi (%),
i.e. a Chinese word. Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
(made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning
(or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four tones:
Isttone: 1 = diacritical mark — pitch: 5to 5,
highest prolonged

2nd tone: 2 = diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

3rdtone: 3 = diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to 1to 4,
low to lowest to high

4th tone: 4 = diacritical mark \ pitch: 5to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and

the given tone number. Light-sound words, which

have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and

are marked by 0.

This week: Words about Victoria Harbour

\Hl_ Putonghua pronunciation: shenl
N/, .

Cantonese pronunciation: saml
I Meanings: deep, depth

R = RE (shenl du4 = deep~degree) = %% (shenl gian3 =
deep-~to~shallow) = depth. 7K (shui3 shenl = water~deep) =
water’s depth. Chinese city “#*3I|” (shenl zhen4 = Shenzhen)
literally means “deep ditch”.

Jgu o

& = adjective/adverb F% (shenl shenl = deep~deep): JRRK
(shenl ye4 = deep-~night), & & (shenl sil = deep-~ think =
seriously ponder), S# & (shenl a4 = deeply~love). S®Zl (shenl
kel = deep~incise) describes impressions/analysis. %4 A
(shenl bu4 ke3 cel = deep~no~can~measure/guess = unfatho-
mable) describes abyss or mysterious/profound ideas.

China’s national principles are ““RIZF, Ef& g, T#BFH"” (shenl
wal dong4, guang3 jil liang2, bu4 chengl ba4), i.e. deeply~dig~
holes (defense), widely~accumulate~grain (economy),

no-~claim/become~hegemony (foreign policy). i
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