Character Builder #

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the zi (%),
i.e, a Chinese word, Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
{made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning
{or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four tones:

Ftone: 1 = diacritical mark — pitch: 5to 5,
highest prolonged

2% tone: 2 = diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

I tone: 3 = diacritical mark U pitch: 2to 1to 4,
fow to lowest to high

4™ tone: 4 = diacritical mark \ pitch: 5to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number. Light-sound words, which
have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by 0.

This week: Words about Chinese moon goddess

Putonghua pronunciation: han2

Cantonese pronunciation: hon4
| | Meanings: cold, chilly, humble, poor
& = |5 (han2 leng3 = chilly~cold). In % (han2 dongl =
cold-winter), X (han2 yil = cold-clothes = winter clothes) can
BE (yi4 han2 = resist-cold). ZE{R (han2 jia4 = cold-holiday) =
winter vacation, Ghost story makes listener FE M (bud han2
er2 104 = not-feeling-cold-yet-tremble).

% = poor/humble/cheap. EIE (han2 xianl = cold-make-noise)
means chat superficially. Z&E E M (han2 chuangl ku3 du2 =
cold-window-bitter/hard-read/study) describes poorly-financed
student studying persistently. & (han2 suanl = cold-sour) =
cheaply attired/mannered.

Chinese myth says beautiful lady Y88 (Chang2 E2) stole,
swallowed B# (ling2? yao4 = magical-medicine) and 3 8 (benl
yiled = ran/escaped-to-the-moon), now lives in BEE (guang3
hanZ gongl = expansive-cold-palace = Moon Palace).
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